Cross-links between Fanconi anaemia and BRCA2.
Fanconi anaemia (FA) is a rare cancer-prone syndrome associated with a defect in the repair of DNA cross-links. Six genes involved in FA have been previously cloned and characterised. Now the two remaining subtypes (FA-B and FA-D1) have been shown by Howlett et al. to be associated with mutations in BRCA2 and to express truncated BRCA2 proteins. Their results suggest that the six cloned FA genes are linked with BRCA2 in a common pathway. Here Steve West discusses some of the implications of these findings.